
 
 

Formative vs. Summative Assessment 
 

Formative: Done early and often to provide practice 

Summative: Done at the end, generally cumulative 

 

Ask Yourself 

 Why am I giving this assessment? 

 Should it be formative or summative? 

 Which course outcome does it meet? 

 What format is best for the content? 

 Do I have a rubric for the assessment? 

 How will I provide effective feedback? 
 

 

 


